His people. His name meant “messenger for the Lord”

and God had some important messages for His people
before He became silent in anticipation of the birth of Jesus
on earth. This final book of the Old Testament and the last
recorded minor prophet gives us insight into the spiritual state
of Jerusalem. The remnant of believers had returned to rebuild
the temple of God and then thirteen years later Nehemiah
asked the king of Persia to let him return to rebuild the protec-
tive walls around the city. Nehemiah found that the people had
fallen away from God’s commands and had adopted many of
the sinful practices of other nations. God used the prophets
and leaders to call the people back to obedience. Nehemiah
returned to Persia and later found that Jerusalem had slid
again into apathy instead of obedience.

Malachi was a man God used to deliver His words to

God reminded the people that He is a covenant God. He made
promises to Jacob that were still available to those followers. In
spite of the fact that the Jews had been in captivity and were
trying to rebuild their country after its destruction, God still
had everything under control.

Malachi gave a strong rebuke from God to the priests who
were not serving in faithfulness to God’s commands or plan.
They were saving the finest animals for themselves and offering
blind and lame animals as sacrifices to God. God had clearly
given them guidelines to teach the people His commands and
these spiritual leaders had failed to instruct the people in ways
that pleased God.

Next, Malachi’s message spoke to the unfaithfulness of God’s
people in general. Not only were the priests unfaithful, but the
people had intermarried with unbelievers which led them to
worship idols and accept wicked practices that did not honor
God. The people had slipped back into sinful practices and
were apathetic about building a wall to protect their city and
isolate them from the sinful ways of their neighbors.

The people had completed the temple in Jerusalem and yet
God’s presence had not filled it in a powerful way as it once
did. They thought repairing the city walls would help to influ-
ence God’s presence, but God was telling them there was more
that needed to be done before He would show His power on
their behalf again.

Malachi warned of God’s Day of Judgment, a common theme
God spoke through the prophets. Malachi wanted everyone
to know that God would come and complete history. Those
nations who sinned against God would be punished and the
people who refused to obey would also face judgment. God
compared removing sin to burning away the dross in sil-

ver until it is pure or using soap to remove stains and filth.
Withholding the offerings they were supposed to give was the
same as stealing from Him. Yet God assured them that He was
anxious to flood them with blessing if they would only obey
Him. When the Day of the Lord comes it will burn away all

forms of sin and yet God promises to rescue those who are
faithful.

>

Teacher’'s Notes

I. God’s Love Affirmed
A. A covenant God
B. God in control
II. A Strong Rebuke
A. Defiled sacrifices
B. Faulty teaching
III. Unfaithful People
A. Return to sin
B. Apathy not obedience
IV. The Lord’s Return
A. Purify and Judge
B. Day of the Lord

(" Activity )

Invite a jeweler or silversmith to explain the
process for refining silver. This powerful
picture of God removing sin will become
much clearer when students understand
the process of dross being removed by great

heat over time. )

\-
Teacher Growth

Chronological resources will help you understand
the flow of history and fulfillment of proph-

ecy. Study the prophetic promises, remember

the intertestamental time between Malachi and
the birth of Christ and then move through the
Gospels and Revelation to gain appreciation for
God’s plan.

Scripture Passages:

Malachi 1-4

Memory Verse:

Zechariah 13:9 “I will refine them like silver and
test them like gold.”












